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Education building:
plans can proceed

Flay Day ceremony
is one to remem ber

Department of Human Services
Commissioner Michael R. Petit announced June 7 his approval of a
Certificate of Need that will allow
Maine Medical Center to build a $2.2
million education facility. The approval
generated expressions of appreciation
and stepped-up planning activities within MMC.
"We appreciate Commissioner Petit's
recognition of the great need for an
education building," said MMC President Edward C. Andrews, Jr., M.D. "To
say our education space is grossly
inadequate would be an understatement. Maine Medical Center is the
major teaching hospital in Maine, yet
compared with other hospitals in the
State with significantly smaller educational requirements and commitments,
we are alarmingly lacking in education
space."
The need for more and better education space has been recognized all
along as MMC trustees, staff and consultants have moved through years of
planning and into the construction
and renovation program presently
underway. But the Board of Trustees
early on decided that construction of
any education facility should not be
financed by debt that would be dependent on patient care fees for its retirement. Thus, the Phase One building
program now in progress and the education building program were planned
separately, received approvals on separate Certificate of Need applications,
and are being treated as separate
fund-raising challenges. The$2.2 million necessary to build and equip the
education facility will, Dr.Andrews says,
be raised from private sources.
"Fund raising forthe education building is coming along quite well, andwe
hope to announce some very fine
results soon," Dr. Andrews says. "But

An innovative attempt to increase
the accessibility of primary health care
in Maine's rural areas has, at the end
of fouryears, been termed an unqualified success. Maine Medical Center's
Postgraduate
Physician Assistant
Residency Program in Emergency
Medicine has produced 22 specially
trained Physician Assistants. Of the
graduates, 12 are working in Maine
emergency rooms and primary care
facilities and six are doing similar work
in other rural areas.
The physician assistant (PA)is trained
to provide patient care under the supervision of a physician, increasing the
workload that physician can handle.
The MMC program-- theonlyone of its
kind in the nation -- provided nine
months of advanced clinical and academic training in emergency medicine,
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FLAG DAY 1983 presented a familiar
but still stirring and comforting
scene to all who witnessed it at
Maine Medical Center. (NV Photo)

Program improves
rural health care

A break in the weather, an appreciative audience, and inspiring words all
combined to make MMC's 1983 Flag
Day ceremony one to remember. It
was, in fact, the gift of remembrance
that Maryann H.Ogonowski, RN, Director of Surgical Nursing, gave to those
who heard her address at the June 14
flag raising.
Reminding us of our nation's history,
its triumphs and its trials, she recalled
national crises that shocked us all but,
she noted:
"We have come through. We can
think together about the hard times,
the crises and the disasters we have
been through with each other and with
our own families and friends. We can
also be very thankful that we are here
in these United States where there is
stability in our government consistency
in our laws and freedom and justice for
us all .... "
She spoke of countries where people
are not free, and she urged that we all
"take a moment today and whenever
we see our national flag, to be thankful
we are Americans and can live with
freedom in the United States of America"
The Reverend Edward Thomson
opened the ceremony with an invocation and -- after Security Officers Dennis
Mulherin and Glenn Baker had raised
a proud new flag -- led us in the Pledge
of Allegiance.
The ceremony took place at the
Bramhall entrance to MMC where
stands the flag pole, a gift presented
to the hospital in 1978 by the Employee
Activity Committee. The EAC remains
responsible for providing flags and
sponsors the annual Flag Day ceremony; EAC president Joyce Decesere
presided over last week's ceremony.
The program concluded with Leroy
Ouellette, RN, P3CD, leading us in
singing "America the Beautiful." We
sang well and in excellent harmony.
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with the residents rotating through
emergency rooms at MMC and other
Maine and Vermont hospitals. The training was in addition to the four years of
college and two years of intensive
physician assistant training each resident had prior to acceptance into the
program.
Program Assistant Director Robert
Lapham, PA-C, says the program "met
and surpassed all its original objectives." It was developed as a response
to a national shortage of skilled personnel to provide emergency and primary
medical care in rural areas. "The program graduates are doing just that
kind of work, in the emergency rooms
of small hospitals," Lapham reports,
"and in rural primary care clinics and
doctors' offices throughout Maine and
as far away as Nenana, Alaska."
The PA is valuable in the rural or
small emergency room or primary care
facility because he or she supplements
physician coverage of the facility. The
presence of a Qualified physician assistant can stretch available physician
resources, and by so doing enhance
the availability of care in a cost-effective
manner. Rural facilities often cannot
afford to increase physician coverage
because of the cost, and physician

assistants can help improve and extend care provided by staff physicians
in those situations. A survey has indicated that more than a dozen Maine
hospitals employ physlclan assistants
in the emergency room and that 27%
of those PAs are graduates of the
MMC program.
fhose hospitals that have begun
using physician assistants have noted
dramatic improvements in their service.
Redington-Fairview Hospital in Skowhegan hired two PAs for its emergency
room in 1979, and a review of sixtyday periods before and after their
employment revealed a 106% increase
in utilization of the facility with an
attendant increase in operating efficiency.
Program Director Frank Lawrence,
M.D., Chief of Emergency Medicine at
MMC, is pleased with the results ofthe
program. "The provision of adequate
and cost-effective emergency and primary care in rural areas is vitally important," he says, "and we feel the PA
program has made a Significant contribution to the upgrading of that care in
Maine." Dr. Lawrence feels the use of
PAs will continue to grow and become
an increasingly important way of widening the availability of care wh ile keepi ng
its cost down.

THE FINALCLASS IN MAINE MEDICALCENTER'S Postgraduate Physician
Assistant Program in Emergency Medicine graduated May 25. They are,
from left: Robert Klotz of Laurel, Maryland; Thomas Snyder of Bath,
Pennsylvania; James Pickrell of Durham, North Carolina; and Robert
Watson of Nenana, Alaska. (A/V Photo)

The unique MMC experiment began
in 1979 with a $295,000 three-year
grant from the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation, the nation's largest private
philanthropy dedicated to improving
health care. The Foundation extended
the grant an additional year, an unusual
step taken because of the program's
overwhelming success. The Foundation does not fund the operating expenses of programs -- it provides startup funds based on the value and
uniqueness of the project -- and so is
unable to continue its support. No
other financial support has been obtained, so the program will end when
the final reports are written.
"Nonetheless," says Lapham, "the
experiment was a success in every
way. We've shown that postgraduate
training of physician assistants is an
appropriate, cost-effective way of providing skilled health care professionals
for rural areas. That was our primary
objective, and we've met it."

Hospitals' positive
contributions cited
Maine's hospitals have made great
contributions to the state's economy
and the health of its people, according
to an analysis in the May issue of
Maine Business Indicators. The report,
written by Carl E.Veazie, an economist
with the Center for Research and Advanced Study at the University of Southern Maine, cites the contributions in
light of the rise in hospital costs.
Among the statistics provided by
Veazie:
• Current hospital construction projects in the Portland area -- $68 million
at MMC, $18 million at Mercy, and $7
million at Jackson Brook Institute in
South Portland -- will pump a total of
$180 million into thearea economy, in
basic costs plus "multiplier" effects in
indirect purchases.
• 10.6% of total employment in Cumberland County was in health services
in 1981. Of the 8,868 persons represented by that figure, 5,351 were
employed by hospitals. Those people
earned $69 million in 1981.
• Hospitals in the Portland area
generated $246 million in overall economic activity in 1982.
• The death rate in Maine fell from
11.1% in 1970 to 9.6% in 1980, and
there have been "substantial reductions" in deaths from heart disease,
stroke, influenza and pneumonia, diabetes, diseases of early infancy, and
accidents.

Mrs. Stickn-ey names
special gifts team

GOLDEN EAGLES MOTORCYCLE CLUB made its third annual Mount
Washington ride to benefit MMC's Burn Unit on June 5. Shaky weather
notwithstanding,
more than 150 bikers made the ride, and the result was a
generous gift to the Burn Unit. Club members presented the gift in person
last week. From left: Mary Blanco, RN, Head Nurse, and Joel M. Johnson,
III, M.D., Acting Director, representing the Burn Unit, and Eagles Richard
Therriault, Eva Potter, Wells Potter, and Leroy Dumond. (A/V Photo)

Anita Cooper Stickney, Chairman of
the Special Gifts Division of MMC's
Capital Campaign, has announced the
team of volunteers who will be assisting
her during the campaign. Volunteers
received their assignments and instructions at a kickoff meeting last week.
They will be soliciting individuals, businesses, and organizations for gifts in
the $10,000 to $15,000 range;
Vice Chairmen in the Division are:
Timothy K Cloudman, Harold F.Fralich,
M. Thomas Juenemann, James M.
Pierce, E. C. "Bud" Stiker, Curtis Scribner, and James Willey, Jr.
The Team Captains are: for Mr.Cloudman - Arthur Batson, Richard Henriques,
and David MacNichol; for Mr. FralichWallace Camp, Sr., Ronell Harris, and
Dwight Pierce, Jr.; for Mr. JuenemannFrancis Guthrie, Bridget Healy, John
Lincoln, Edward Molloy, Christopher
Pierce, and David Turitz; for Mr. PierceDavid Drake, Brian McClosky, and
Robert Porteous III; for Mr. ScribnerGordon Erikson, Richard Ingalls, Betsy
Levenson, and Frank Strout; for Mr.
Stiker - Charlton Ames, Jeff Kimball,
and Theodore Warner; for Mr. WilleyCharles Barnes, Esq., Raymond Hale,
Cleo King, Najeeb Lotfey, and Robert
Traill, Jr.

EAC News
The Broadway hit musical "Sugar
Babies" starring Mickey Rooney and
Ann Miller is now on a record-breaking
tour which includes Boston. The EAC
has planned a theater trip for July 15.
Tickets, including travel and the performance, are $40.00 per person. Bus
(Brunswick Transportation) will leave
for Boston from the Bramhall entrance
at 4 PM Friday, July 15; there will be a
stop for dinner on the return trip.
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PEOPLE IN MMC'S HOUSEKEEPI NG Department put on a farewell feast for
two co-workers who are retiring this month. William Wilson and Edith
Pulkinen are pictured here cutting the cake baked and personalized in
their honor. Bill has worked here since April of 1975, Edith since March of
1973. (A/V Photo)

Nursing Continuing
•

Education Program

"Identification and Management of Sepsis in the Immunocompromised
Marjorie Boyd, M.D.
June 29, 1983

4-5 PM

Host,"

R1 Classroom

For further information, please contact Staff Development at Ext. 2397.

Palace Playland at Old Orchard
Beach has made discount rides available to the EAC for MMC employees.
Ticket books-- which can be picked up
in the Security Office-- are available in
two versions:
Good any time on any ride: Books
are $7.50 each (normally about $9.50).
Good from 1 to 5 PM or 7 to 11 PM
any day, with some rides limited in
number: Books are $5.50 each (normally $8.00).

Morl"'\etploce
FOR RENT: Quiet 2 BR apt. located in
Woodfordsarea. Sunny, hardwood floors
and a porch. $375/mo. Includes heat.
Call 774-2194.
FOR RENT: 2 BR apt. with modern KT
and bath. Hardwood floors, 1st floor,
near law school. Available July 15.
Adults. Call 773-4976.
FOR RENT: Western Prom, bright, attractive 1 BR apt. $310/mo. w/o utils. Call
774-2458 days or 773-8287 eves. Available immediately.
FOR RENT: Western Prom, cheerful,
quiet 1 BR apt. $275 w/o utils. Available
August 1. Call 774-2458 or 773-8287
eves.
FOR RENT: Excellent ocean view,
Cousins Island, 1112 BR, appliances, carpet, no pets, sec. deposit. $350/mo.
Call 846-3228.
FOR RENT: Studio apt. for one person.
Furnished, all utilities, parking available.
Clean, quiet bldg., nonsmoker preferred.
For appointment to see, call 774-0514.
FOR SALE: 1981 Chevette, z-door, Rusty
Jones, 21,000 miles, exc. condition.
$3,595. Call days 871-2782 or eves.
797-5844.
FOR SALE: Two Pinelyne beds, twin or
double decker, complete with springs
and mattresses. $150. Call 772-3343.
FOR SALE: Young female "Love Bird,"
$30; young parakeet, $8. Call 772-6018.
FOR SALE: Bluepoint long-hair male
cat, 11 weeks old. Beautiful coat. Onehalf Himalayan. $75. Call 773-6292 after
6 PM.
FORSALE: 1974 Honda 200, great commuter bike, under 4,000 miles, new
tires, runs very well. Ca1l775-1113 eves.
FOR SALE: Moving, must sell. Brown 2piece sectional, exc. cond., $500; 4piece bedr.oom set, very good cond.,
$500. Call 774-2740 after 5 PM.

W ha f- •

FOR SALE: 1972 Buick Skylark, good
motor, newtlres, needssomebodywork
for sticker. $250. Call 775-1305.
FOR SALE: Vigilant wood-burning stove
by Vermont Castings, 4 yrs. old, exc.
condo $500 or best offer. Call 799-1 005
from 9 AM to 4:30 PM.
FOR SALE: Antique Old Town ca'noe,
built 1906,16', wooden. $625. Call 7994142.
FOR SALE: 1974 Cape Dory Typhoon
Weekender, 4 h.p. Evinrude outboard,
genoa, jib, mainsail, mooring, life jackets,
many extras. Call 774-9641 between 10
AM to 9 PM.
FORSALE: 12-year-old Chestnut Arabian
hore. Call 829-5353 or 772-4444.
WANTED: Professional male seeks responsible roommate to share beautiful
5-room apt. on Brighton Ave. Only$115/
mo. plus utils. Leave message at 7735619 (landlord). Please call before 9
PM.
WANTED: Furnished apt. for4 months,
possibly longer. Call 846-6340.
BABYSITTING: Will babysit in my Westgate home, infants and up. Call 7750477.
WILL DO TYPING in my home. Close to
hospital. Reasonable rates. Call Marge,
773-6192.
EXCHANGE OFFERED: Writer's pleasant Manhattan studio apartment, best
East Side location, 78th & 5th Ave., for
nearby Portland area housing June 30Fall, or longer. Call 207-772-0470.

New Employees
CSD: Christina M. Lambrew
DATA MANAGEMENT: Susan M. O'Brien
FOOD SERVICE: Lisa M. Alexander,
Karen M. Bagley, Lisa M. Chiem,
Bruce A. Hayward, Joseph C. LeFavor
HOUSEKEEPING: Rebecca Welch
NURSING: Jane M. Dyer
PATIENT ACCOUNTS: Hazel Hincks
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we still have a way to go toward our
goal. I know Commissioner Petit's approval of the project will help stimulate
additional gifts,"
While fund-raiSing efforts quicken,
staff and architects are working to
bring the education building to final
blueprint, then construction
stages,
Shepley Bulfinch Richardson and Abbott, Boston architects who designed
the Phase One project, also produced
the preliminary plans upon which the
education building
proposal
was
founded, They are now working with
hospital staff to complete the project.
Phase One construction
managers,
McBRO of St. Louis, Missouri, will also
manage the education building project.
The new education facility has been
planned as a two-story structure that
will fit perfectly atop the NDF building.
It will accommodate seating for more
than 650 people (compared with MMC's
present limit of 288). This will be arranged
with a combination of classrooms and
conference
rooms with capacities
ranging from 10 to 50 to 100 people,
and an auditorium seating 235. With
attendant lobby and reception, coat
room and restroom, housekeeping,
storage, food preparation, and audio/
visual support areas, the facility will
total about 19,400 square feet.

MICHEHL'S RULE FOR
PROSPECTIVE MOUNTAIN
CLIMBERS
The mountain
get closer.

gets steeper as you

